
Is there Choice without satisfaction? What's the
name of the pleasure of Choice itself?
Post by “Godfrey” of March 18, 2025 at 12:47 AM

Quote from Julia

…whatever you Choose or Avoid will bring satisfaction and/or relief, won't it?

Not necessarily. For example, a bowl of ice cream at 9 in the morning might bring an excess of
pain over pleasure. This could be in the form of anything from indigestion to self-self-loathing.
For this reason, this choosing is a place where one can examine the category of desire being
addressed. A prudent choice would then theoretically lead to a preponderance of pleasure, and
an imprudent one to a preponderance of pain.

This brings to mind a previous thread discussing the best words in English for "choice" and
"avoidance". I don't think any agreement was reached at the time, but in the current context it
becomes apparent that a third word is needed which describes the act of reasoning/intuition
that leads to a choice or avoidance. There may be such a word in the Greek, but that's beyond
me. My offering at the moment is "weigh" for the act of reasoning/intuition, and "select" or
"reject" for the intention resulting from said "weighing". After the intention comes the
performing of the resultant action.

Looking at it in this way, it becomes a three step process: 1) weighing, 2) selecting or rejecting,
and 3) doing. Further, as I'm thinking of it currently, 3) isn't "doing or not doing", it's actually
doing one thing or doing another thing. Rejecting eating the 9am bowl of ice cream doesn't
result in doing nothing but in moving on to another endeavor, be it active or passive. So in this
way selecting isn't either/or, it's actually choice and avoidance. In selecting one thing, you
reject another, and vice versa. This relates to the idea that there's no neutral state: just as
we're always experiencing either pleasure or pain, we're never doing nothing unless we're
dead. At any moment, we've chosen to do one thing and are avoiding myriad other things.

It would be interesting to know if the Greek supports this interpretation of and v or in any way.
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