Episode 271 - TDOl - Understanding Epicurus
Through Tusculan Disputations

Post by “Bryan” of March 15, 2025 at 10:49 PM

Following the Democritus' zombies, | was expecting ghosts, and at 1.13.29:

"they had no grasp of a reasoned system of causation and were influenced by the frequent
sight of apparitions, mostly seen in the hours of night, to think that those who had departed
from life still lived." Which is very reminiscent of the apparitions Lucretius talks about.

But the necromancy surprised me! Cicero uses the greek | vekvoupavteia, nekyomanteia.
1.16.36, and says his friend Appius practiced the rituals, but the ghosts were uncommunicative.
"none the less they wish the phantoms to speak and this cannot take place without tongue and
palate."

Cicero even gives a sample of the Latin.

"Unde animae excitantur obscura umbra aperto ex ostio Altae Acheruntis, falso sanguine,
mortuorum imagines!"

Please never say that three times by candlelight.
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