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Post by “Cassius” of March 14, 2025 at 1:52 PM

What we're talking about now is here in Lucretius Book Five:

Quote from Lucretius / Bailey

[823] Herein you must eagerly desire to shun this fault, and with foresighted fear to
avoid this error; do not think that the bright light of the eyes was created in order that
we may be able to look before us, or that, in order that we may have power to plant
long paces, therefore the tops of shanks and thighs, based upon the feet, are able to
bend; or again, that the forearms are jointed to the strong upper arms and hands given
us to serve us on either side, in order that we might be able to do what was needful for
life. All other ideas of this sort, which men proclaim, by distorted reasoning set effect
for cause, since nothing at all was born in the body that we might be able to use it, but
what is born creates its own use. Nor did sight exist before the light of the eyes was
born, nor pleading in words before the tongue was created, but rather the birth of the
tongue came long before discourse, and the ears were created much before sound was
heard, and in short all the limbs, I trow, existed before their use came about: they
cannot then have grown for the purpose of using them.

[843] But, on the other side, to join hands in the strife of battle, to mangle limbs and
befoul the body with gore; these things were known long before gleaming darts flew
abroad, and nature constrained men to avoid a wounding blow, before the left arm,
trained by art, held up the defence of a shield. And of a surety to trust the tired body to
rest was a habit far older than the soft-spread bed, and the slaking of the thirst was
born before cups. These things, then, which are invented to suit the needs of life, might
well be thought to have been discovered for the purpose of using them. But all those
other things lie apart, which were first born themselves, and thereafter revealed the
concept of their usefulness. In this class first of all we see the senses and the limbs;
wherefore, again and again, it cannot be that you should believe that they could have
been created for the purpose of useful service.

[858] This, likewise, is no cause for wonder, that the nature of the body of every living
thing of itself seeks food. For verily I have shown that many bodies ebb and pass away
from things in many ways, but most are bound to pass from living creatures. For
because they are sorely tried by motion and many bodies by sweating are squeezed
and pass out from deep beneath, many are breathed out through their mouths, when
they pant in weariness; by these means then the body grows rare, and all the nature is
undermined; and on this follows pain. Therefore food is taken to support the limbs and
renew strength when it passes within, and to muzzle the gaping desire for eating
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through all the limbs and veins. Likewise, moisture spreads into all the spots which
demand moisture; and the many gathered bodies of heat, which furnish the fires to our
stomach, are scattered by the incoming moisture, and quenched like a flame, that the
dry heat may no longer be able to burn our body. Thus then the panting thirst is
washed away from our body, thus the hungry yearning is satisfied.
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