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I am seeing lots of discussion among commentators about Cicero writing this at a time of great
stress for him. I am not very familiar with the history of the times, and what happened with
Cicero AFTER he wrote Tusculun Disputations.

I was about to get the impression that he wrote these just before dying, and that he was in a
"I'm giving up state" - but I see a LOT happened after he wrote these and before his death.

I found this video that shows how much was going on in the last couple of years of his life.
Sounds like he was highly engaged and fighting right up til the end, so it would probably be a
mistake to think that he had already "given up" and had totally "retreated" to philosophy when
he wrote these books. As I understand it none of the philosophical works mention the death of
Caesar, presumably meaning they were written before that occurred, and the events in this
video happened:

https://youtu.be/g8DBd3SkuS8
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