New Religious Landscape Study from Pew Research

Post by “Kalosyni” of February 28, 2025 at 2:13 PM

Quote from Titus

| would argue that even if they say they pursue the afterlife and are not seeking
pleasure they are lying or not recognising their reality. It's as obvious as water is wet
and the sunlight at noon is bright to me.

| agree with you, that the stories may misguide them but on the other hand the force of
our innate pleasure-pain-mechanism is immensely powerful. No-one can escape this
reality.

I must be still affected by my upbringing as a child, which was strict Christian fundamentalist,
and they would end the church service by asking if anyone wanted to become "saved" and
which was understood as "saved from hell"...so it was an appeal to the desire to remove the
pain of uncertainty after death.

As | think about it, the most pleasure oriented religion now would be Neo-paganism (vastly
different than Christianity).

We can see some form of ancient paganism in Lucretius, when he appeals to Venus at the start
of his proem:

"Mother of Rome, delight of Gods and men,
Dear Venus that beneath the gliding stars
Makest to teem the many-voyaged main
And fruitful lands- for all of living things
Through thee alone are evermore conceived,
Through thee are risen to visit the great sun-
Before thee, Goddess, and thy coming on,
Flee stormy wind and massy cloud away,

For thee the daedal Earth bears scented flowers,
For thee waters of the unvexed deep

Smile, and the hollows of the serene sky
Glow with diffused radiance for thee!"
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