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Post by “Cassius” of February 27, 2025 at 8:34 AM

Quote from Don

We got some work to do

Very much true.

If supernatural religion, and life after death with reward and punishment are true, then the
Epicurean worldview makes no sense.

If the Epicurean worldview is true, then supernatural religion and life after death with reward
and punishment make no sense.

Pointing this out doesn't mean that we have to go on a crusade and hit people over the head
with a crowbar with these issues on first meeting. Probably all of us here, and even Epicurus
and the founders of the school themselves, started out being taught and believing to at least
some extent a standard religious worldview. It would be very hypocritical to lock out people
"who are well-disposed" from coming to the same adjustments in thinking that we went through
ourselves. Some will never be disposed to accept these views, but many can and will.

As Bryan cited in our zoom last night, Lucretius said in Book Three (this is the 1743 / Daniel
Brown / Dunster? translation):

Quote from Lucretius Book 3

[307] The mind of man is formed of the same principles; though the discipline of
philosophy may polish and correct some, yet it leaves behind the marks of the original
nature of the mind, nor are we to think that the seeds of vice can be wholly rooted out.
One man, we see, runs more rashly into passion, another is more disposed to fear, and
a third is apt to be more merciful than just; It is impossible but the various tempers of
mankind, and actions that follow them, must differ in many other instances, the
reasons of which are at present out of my power to explain; nor can I find words to
express that variety of figures by which the seeds are distinguished, and from which
this variety of disposition is produced. This, however, may justly be asserted on this
occasion: that the traces of original nature which cannot be corrected by the rules of
reason are so very small that nothing hinders us from leading a life worthy of the Gods.

If we're concerned about living the best life that we can, and we should be, then we have to
plan out how to work toward as complete an implementation of core Epicurean positions as
possible. And in most cases, we'll want to do that without getting driven out of our towns
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(Epicurus) or stoned (the Epicurean in Alexander the Oracle-Monger). 
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