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Post by “Cassius” of February 23, 2025 at 6:13 PM

Bryan it has been my presumption that Plato's basic position was that words were dictated
either by leading me (maybe we participation of gods?) and therefore as you say that no word
is particularly better than another.

And that Epicurus' view was that words developed naturally due to local factors, including
among them widening agreement on specific choices over time.

Is it correct that both of these views, including Epicurus, do involve some amount of
convention/agreement, in that once introduced people had to begin to come to an agreement
to use it? And that the main difference is the starting point, more so than agreement over time?

I'm wondering if it is not important to be clear that even under the Epicurean view that Nature
itself is not "dictating" particular words. I can see how words can arise "naturally" based on the
conditions of local people in a particular area, but I suspect your'e not thinking that there is a
"Natural" word for a banana (for example). Correct or no?
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