
Episode 270 - Life Is Desirable, But Unlimited Time
Contains No Greater Pleasure Than Limited Time
Post by “Cassius” of February 22, 2025 at 1:51 PM

Of course Mr. Mitsos could be being unfair to Cicero. Let's see what De Finibus ii 83 says:

EDIT - looks like it's 88, not 83.

The Loeb / Rackham translation of that is:

"It may be enjoined that Epicurus, as you yourself were saying, maintains that long duration
can not add anything to happiness, and that as much pleasure is enjoyed in a brief span of time
as if pleasure were everlasting."

which appears to come from the underlined part below:

[88] haec dicuntur inconstantissime. cum enim summum bonum in voluptate ponat,
negat infinito tempore aetatis voluptatem fieri maiorem quam finito atque modico.
qui bonum omne in virtute ponit, is potest dicere perfici beatam vitam perfectione
virtutis; negat enim summo bono afferre incrementum diem. qui autem voluptate
vitam effici beatam putabit, qui sibi is conveniet, si negabit voluptatem crescere
longinquitate? igitur ne dolorem quidem. an dolor longissimus quisque miserrimus,
voluptatem non optabiliorem diuturnitas facit? quid est igitur, cur ita semper deum
appellet Epicurus beatum et aeternum? dempta enim aeternitate nihilo beatior
Iuppiter quam Epicurus; uterque enim summo bono fruitur, id est voluptate. 'At enim
hic etiam dolore.' At eum nihili facit; ait enim se, si uratur, 'Quam hoc suave!'
dicturum.
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