Episode 270 - Life Is Desirable, But Unlimited Time
Contains No Greater Pleasure Than Limited Time

Post by “Don” of February 22, 2025 at 10:34 AM

My interpretation of this whole concept is that it is specifically the fear of death that makes us
unable to take pleasure in the life we have here and now.

We cannot be dead. We can't experience death. As Epicurus says, when death is, we are not.
No one is dead. My father is not dead. He no longer exists. | have my memories and there are
those memories held be family and friends. Death is not a state of existence.

Another aspect is Epicurus' unflinching facing up to our mortality, indeed the mortality of
everyone and everything, including the cosmos itself. The Universe is eternal, but everything
within it is always changing, evolving, dissolving, rearranging. We may want infinite time, may
desire it, may long for it. We are not going to get it. We're dying at some point, and then we
won't exist. Saying that death deprives us of experiences, while true, but | also cannot
experience 2nd c Greece or the 24th c settlements on Titan. Proximity in time to my life
whether in the past, future, or the day right before or after my first or last breath has no impact
on what | experience here and now.

| cannot have infinite time. Longing for it robs me of pleasure during my one and only life.
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