Episode 270 - Life Is Desirable, But Unlimited Time
Contains No Greater Pleasure Than Limited Time

Post by “Cassius” of February 22, 2025 at 10:08 AM
Yes, from the Mitsis article, this is what | want to argue against - specifically, the position such

as taken by Furley that "no surviving Epicurean text offers a defense for this strongly counter-
intuitive claim"

Quote

Notoriously, however, the Epicurean strongly denies that death in any way diminishes
life's pleasures by cutting them short. To many, this has seemed merely perverse.
David Furley, for example, dismisses this feature of Epicurus' theory as "dogma without
argument" and denies that any surviving Epicurean text offers a defense for this
strongly counter-intuitive claim.4 A related objection is raised by Cicero in De Finibus ii.
Cicero complains that nothing, in fact, could be more at odds with Epicurus' own
hedonism than the claim that death involves no loss or deprivation of hedonic goods (ii
87-88; cf. Plutarch, Non posse 1106bff.). If pleasurable states are what make us happy,
Cicero insists, surely we will be happier if we can remain in these states longer. Thus,
he wonders, how can death fail to be an evil for Epicureans, if it prevents them from
being happy for a longer period of time?
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