Music Theory And Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Elli” of May 30, 2019 at 6:47 AM

Cassius you said : When | read a sentence like "The Epicureans do not underestimate music for
lack of culture; to them, only philosophy counts", that means nothing to me at all, and | tend
think the lack of meaning arises from the mangling of the text rather than from Philodemus.

As | could understand this phrase : "The Epicureans do not underestimate music"... since they
do not want to be considered and by themselves and in the societies of men as barbaric, cynics
and ascetics i.e. those that have a lack of culture i.e. ethos and habits that unite men in the
societies... "but to them, only philosophy counts" here is another issue : Epicureans' teacher
Epicurus remarked in his epistle to Meneoceus that prudence (practical reasoning that derives
by our experiences) is higher than philosophy, because with prudence we are able for the right
hedonic calculus to judge rightly and accordingly on the issue of music and the like (arts) all the
hyperboles (extravagances) or dangerous messages (see my example).

Because on the wise man we read also :

-The wise man is the only person who can converse correctly about music and poetry, but he
will not himself compose poems. (Epicurus was right the most of the poems have lack of clarity.
The only he wanted is clarity in written and oral texts. Lucretiu's poem DRN has clarity, and |
am sure that it would be considered by Epicurus as a masterpiece).

-The wise man will find more pleasure than other men in public spectacles. (Public spectacles
were the celebrations for gods, and also the theaters that were build all over Greece in which
music and dancing were united with roles of actors).

- The wise man will not live like a Cynic, as he says in his second book on Lives, nor become a
beggar. Because the wise man will show a regard for his reputation to such an extent as to
avoid being despised. (the cynics, the enemies of Hellas, as Epicurus said. Cynics, the ascetics,
sociopath-antisocial that were living as beggars without doing anything creative, and when they
were encountering people in the Agora, laughing at them, and criticizing ironically the others
either for their achievements or wrongdoings).
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