Music Theory And Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of May 30, 2019 at 5:20 AM

Ell I what do you understand the point of this material to be?

When | read a sentence like "The Epicureans do not underestimate music for lack of culture; to
them, only philosophy counts", that means nothing to me at all, and | tend think the lack of
meaning arises from the mangling of the text rather than from Philodemus.

| need to spend more time rereading the old academic article that Ed Lee posted because | am
not comfortable with any of this yet. | will accept that the fault is mine but | can't yet with
confidence state even the most basic position that is supposedly being made by Philodemus on
music.

Unless | see exact quotes, with notes as to which words we're perfectly clear and which words
were guessed at or even made up, very little of this has much credibility with me.

And one point keeps coming back to me: that these commentators Sen to agree that it was
Philodemus' method to quote his enemies followed by his own views and go back and forth.
Unless the surviving text is very clear it's possible that what it appears Philodemus is says may
be him quoting something he does not believe.

But my main point is that unless we have a clear statement of what words were clear and what
were "reconstructed" the final product is little more than speculation.
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