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My idea for the first meeting is to present some of the major teachings of Epicurus and
otherwise have a free discussion. If it strays too far into unhelpful and irrelevant topics, I'll have
to bring it back, and if there are participants who insist on sidetracking the discussion I'll have
to control them. This will certainly be a challenge, the same any discussion moderator faces.

I don't feel a need to strictly enforce Epicurean positions. I see this as a free exchange of ideas
and discussion of them on their own merits. I find that Epicurus has many excellent ideas and I
want to share them and discuss them with others, including those who disagree with some or
even all of them.

I wonder if the strict doctrinal enforcement here is a consequence of being an internet forum.
There are just so many trolls and discussion hijackers that it takes strong policing to keep a
good online discussion going. It may turn out to be this way in person as well, but I see the
default state as being a free discussion with Epicurean philosophy as a "home base" to keep
returning to. Policing of positions is something I only wish to do to the minimum necessary to
keep the discussion fruitful for all.
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