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Here is that passage from Candide:

Quote

Pangloss made answer in these terms: "Oh, my dear Candide, you remember Paquette,
that pretty wench who waited on our noble Baroness; in her arms I tasted the delights
of paradise, which produced in me those hell torments with which you see me
devoured; she was infected with them, she is perhaps dead of them. This present
Paquette received of a learned Grey Friar, who had traced it to its source; he had had it
of an old countess, who had received it from a cavalry captain, who owed it to a
marchioness, who took it from a page, who had received it from a Jesuit, who when a
novice had it in a direct line from one of the companions of Christopher Columbus.[3]
For my part I shall give it to nobody, I am dying."

"Oh, Pangloss!" cried Candide, "what a strange genealogy! Is not the Devil the original
stock of it?"

"Not at all," replied this great man, "it was a thing unavoidable, a necessary ingredient
in the best of worlds; for if Columbus had not in an island of America caught this
disease, which contaminates the source of life, frequently even[Pg 16] hinders
generation, and which is evidently opposed to the great end of nature, we should have
neither chocolate nor cochineal. We are also to observe that upon our continent, this
distemper is like religious controversy, confined to a particular spot. The Turks, the
Indians, the Persians, the Chinese, the Siamese, the Japanese, know nothing of it; but
there is a sufficient reason for believing that they will know it in their turn in a few
centuries. In the meantime, it has made marvellous progress among us, especially in
those great armies composed of honest well-disciplined hirelings, who decide the
destiny of states; for we may safely affirm that when an army of thirty thousand men
fights another of an equal number, there are about twenty thousand of them p-x-d on
each side."
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