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I must have started and not finished an earleir email. Yes the docuwiki link is broken, but most
all of the information that was in it is in the thread you saw.

Apologies if I said this already, but I think one of the most important things to do is to "manage
expectations." The more clear you are about what Epicurus is about and what you're trying to
do with the meetup the better off you are, especially as to cross-currents with such things as
Buddhism, Stoicism, and religion - especially religion. Lots of people simply associate Epicurus
with happiness, and people can get turned off pretty quickly once they find that Epicurus had
strong positions on supernatural religion and life after death. Diplomacy pays off, but a lot of
awkwardness can be avoided if you diplomatically make it clear that Epicurus had those
positions.

And of course how you handle "politics" is up to you, but i think we've benefited a lot from
keeping modern politics away from our philosophical discussions. While religion and life after
death have some of the same pitfalls as politics, I think we've drawn the line correctly. Non-
supernaturalism and no-life-after deah are so intrinsically bound up in everything Epicurus
discussed that you can't really omit them and still be recognizably Epicurean. Day-to-day
politics, however, is not very much discussed in the texts at all, so it's much easier to make the
point "let's see if we can't be friends and discuss the eternal issues first; you guys can discuss
politics at another time and place."
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