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Welcome to Episode 268 of Lucretius Today. This is a podcast dedicated to the poet Lucretius,
who wrote "On The Nature of Things," the most complete presentation of Epicurean philosophy
left to us from the ancient world.

Each week we walk you through the Epicurean texts, and we discuss how Epicurean
philosophy can apply to you today. If you find the Epicurean worldview attractive, we
invite you to join us in the study of Epicurus at EpicureanFriends.com, where we
discuss this and all of our podcast episodes.

We are continuing our series of key doctrines of Epicurus, and this week and next week we are
focusing on the nature of Pleasure and its role as the guide of life. These two discussions will be
closely related, but first we follow up on last week's episode as to how it is Pleasure, rather than
Virtue, that actually serves as the guide of life.

Next week we will dive deeper into the many aspects of Pleasure, but this week we will start
with the role that Pleasure plays in the overall scheme of Nature - as a faculty, as a criterion of
truth, and as the "guide of life" per Lucretius' line which is translated as:

1. Lucretius Book Two [167]:
1. Munro: "But some in opposition to this, ignorant of matter, believe that nature

cannot without the providence of the gods, in such nice conformity to the ways of
men, vary the seasons of the year and bring forth crops, aye and all the other
things, which divine pleasure, the guide of life, prompts men to approach,
escorting them in person and enticing them by her fondlings to continue their races
through the arts of Venus, that mankind may not come to an end."

2. Rouse: "But some in opposition to this, knowing nothing of matter, believe that
without the gods’ power nature cannot with so exact conformity to the plans of
mankind change the seasons of the year, and produce crops, and in a word all else
which divine pleasure, the guide of life, persuades men to approach, herself
leading them and coaxing them, through the ways of Venus, to beget their
generations, that the human race may not come to an end."

3. Humphries: "Some people do not know how matter works. They think that nature
needs the will of the gods to fit the seasons of the year so nicely to human needs,
to bring to birth the crops And other blessings, which our guide to life, the radiance
of pleasure, makes us crave through Venus' agency. "
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