
Key Citations On Atoms, Void, and Emergence
Post by “Bryan” of February 2, 2025 at 1:00 PM

Quote from Cassius

I gather you have to get to the combinations stage before you can properly start talking
about accidents/events/qualities that are perceptible to us

Yes, I think the biggest challenge is the different terms we have in English. For the qualities you
are referring to, Lucretius calls "events" and Epíkouros calls "symptoms."
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In terms of whole natures: For the atoms, the only necessary qualities are shape, three-
dimensionality, and weight. For the void, its only quality is to never be able to be subjected to
any influence in any way.

All other qualities are emergent and the contingency or necessity of the qualities is from the
perspective of the compounds that exhibit them.
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