Was Atlantis An Allegorical Flight of Fancy Like
Plato's Cave And His Ideal Forms?

Post by “Eikadistes” of January 29, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Quote from Bryan

Quote from Don

just floods in general.

The way I'm thinking about it ... imagine a writer living a few miles North of Portland in 1980.
Let's say the writer has a passing interest in volcanism, specifically the Ring of Fire for which
the Pacific is known. Of course, there are thousands of regular of seismic events that
inhabitants of the Pacific coast and Pacific islands anticipate. Supposing our writer sets his
stories in the Pacific Northwest, he would likely incorporate this theme of volcanism. But if, say,
in 1993, he published a story about a stratovolcano that exploded, ripping the top of the
mountain off, with a pyroclastic flow that kills a few dozen people ... | would have to guess that
the specifics are not an amalgamation of the regular seismic activity: the specifics are available
because the author would have personally experienced the event, and borrowed the realistic
specifics from his proximity to Mt. St. Helens in 1980.

| would be surprised if Plato were writing an amalgamation of shared cultural experience, rather
than borrowing some of the details from his own, personal experience. Though, | could be
wrong.
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