
Episode 267 - Virtue Is Not Absolute Or An End In
Itself - All Good And Evil Consists In Sensation.
Post by “Cassius” of January 22, 2025 at 10:19 PM

In preparation for this coming weekend's recording of episode 265, I thought I would see if
anyone had any suggestions for texts to include on the specific topic of the competition
between virtue and pleasure for the title of "highest good."

While the letter to Menoeceus and the Principle Doctrines (for example, PD05) mention specific
virtues like justice and honor and wisdom, I am looking for texts that specifically contrast the
competition between "virtue" as a category vs "pleasure" as a category for the top role.

Diogenes Laertius' inscription contains the "shouting" fragment that the end of life is pleasure
and not virtue, and Torquatus goes on at length about this precise competition.

I think one of the Jefferson letters makes the specific point too.

Those give us most of the material we need, but if anyone remembers anything else
referencing virtue vs pleasure on the category level that we should be sure to include, please
add to this thread.

There's lots of material in praise of pleasure from which we can choose as needed, and many
references to particular virtues like justice. But if anyone remembers any specific comparisons
of pleasure vs virtue in any of the secondary literature (other works of Cicero, works of Plutarch,
or Philodemus, etc,) please post in the thread and i will add it to the discussion outline here.

Thanks!
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