
Ancient Greek Numbering System
Post by “Cassius” of January 22, 2025 at 10:05 PM

We speak frequently about translating words from the Greek, but much less frequently about
Greek numbering. This subject came up in tonight's Wednesday Zoom meeting and Bryan has
graciously forwarded me the information below about how the Greeks recorded numbers. All of
us know the Arabic system and most of us know some Roman numerals, but this is to start a
thread on the Greek numbering system. I am not at first thought able to name any immediate
philosophical implications of how the Greeks counted, but I bet there are some. Thanks again to
Bryan for this material:

The Greek system seems simple compared to what the Romans were doing. It is closer to our
decimal system, although still more rigid.
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