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"Nietzsche's Overcoming of Humanism" REHA KULDAŞLI

Above I said that with the death of God, the function of a central agency that orders beings is
assumed by human being. To be more precise, this function is granted to an evaluation of
human being understood to a great extent in rationalistic terms. The transmigration of this
function from God to human being raises the value of human being to a degree in which it is
conceived as above other beings due to this ordering power. That is, an evaluation of human
being begins to occupy the seat vacated by God without a fundamental change in the structure.
In Nietzsche’s terminology, God is replaced by its shadow, i.e., the rationalistic, more precisely,
the subjectivistic (see 2.5, below) conception of human being. With this, human being’s search
for security in the world from the perspective of self-preservation undergoes a modification. The
previous ideal of spiritual salvation turns into a scientific-rationalistic conception of salvation,
although the underlying tendencies and their unconscious desire for the overcoming of
suffering remain operative. With respect to these tendencies, Nietzsche says:

What they would like to strive for with all their powers is the universal, green, pasture-
happiness of the herd, with security, absence of danger, comfort, an easing of life for everyone.
The two songs and doctrines they sing most frequently are called ‘Equality of Rights’ and ‘pity
for all things that suffer’ – and they assume that suffering itself is something we must do away
with."
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