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I don't have an answer, but I would like to point out that there is good reason to think that
Hermarchus was the first friend and scholar to join Epicurus apart from the latter's own
brothers.

Epicurus' course brought him through the following places:

Born on Samos -> Colophon -> Mytilene -> Lampsacus -> Died in Athens

--His brothers may have gone with him, or they may have joined him later.

--Hermarchus was from Mytilene.

--Metrodorus, Polyaenus, Colotes, Idomeneus, Batis, Leonteus, and Themista were all, if the
meagre evidence is to be relied upon, from Lampsacus.
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