To Whom Was Epicurus' Last Letter Addressed?

Post by “Don” of December 30, 2024 at 2:39 PM

Good catch! For ease of reference...
Cicero

30 96 "But | must not digress too far. Let me repeat the dying words of Epicurus, to prove to
you the discrepancy between his practice and his principles: 'Epicurus to Hermarchus, greeting.
| write p189 these words,' he says, 'on the happiest, and the last, day of my life. | am suffering
from diseases of the bladder and intestines, which are of the utmost possible severity.'
Unhappy creature! If pain is the Chief Evil, that is the only thing to be said. But let us hear his
own words. 'Yet all my sufferings,' he continues, 'are counterbalanced by the joy which I derive
from remembering my theories and discoveries. | charge you, by the devotion which from your
youth up you have displayed towards myself and towards philosophy, to protect the children of
Metrodorus.'

Diogenes L
10.22 And when near his end he wrote the following letter to Idomeneus :

"On this blissful day, which is also the last of my life, | write this to you. My continual sufferings
from strangury and dysentery are so great that nothing could augment them ; but over against
them all | set gladness of mind at the remembrance of our past conversations. But | would have
you, as becomes your life-long attitude to me and to philosophy, watch over the children of
Metrodorus."
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