To Whom Was Epicurus' Last Letter Addressed?

Post by “Eikadistes” of December 30, 2024 at 10:58 AM

Both Cicero (1st-century BCE) and Diogenes Laértius (3rd-century CE) preserve Epicurus' final
letter:

"'Epicurus Hermarcho S. Cum ageremus, vitae beatum et eundem supremum diem,
scribebamus haec. Tanti aderant vesicae et torminum morbi ut nihil ad eorum magnitudinem
posset accedere. Compensabatur, tamen cum his omnibus animi laetitia quam capiebam
memoria rationum inventorumque nostrorum. Sed tu, ut dignum est tua erga me et
philosophiam voluntate ab adulescentulo suscepta, fac ut Metrodori tueare liberos.'" Cicero (On
Ends 2.30.96)

"TAv Mdakaplav Gyovte¢ kol Gua TeAevtalov nRUépav ToD Plov éypdeopev LUivtavTi.
otpayyoupla TE MapnkoAovOiKkel Kal duoevTeplkd TEBN LMePPBOANYV oOKAMOAe(movTa TOD €V
gaquToic peyéBoug. AvtumapetdtTeTto 6& mMAOL TOOTOLC TOKATA WuYAV Xaipov £€ml T TOV
YEYOVOTWY AUV BLOAOYLOU®V PvAUN. oL &’ &Elwg TAC éK uelpakiov MapaoTAoews NMPOC €UE Kal
@LAogopiav émpeAod TOvnaidwv Mntpodwpou.'" Diogenes Laértius (Lives 10.22)

Cicero says that it was written from Epicurus to Hermarkhos. Diogenes says it was to
Idomeneus.

Do we have any additional support either way?

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4205-to-whom-was-epicurus-last-letter-
addressed/?postiID=33494#post33494 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4205-to-whom-was-epicurus-last-letter-addressed/?postID=33494#post33494
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4205-to-whom-was-epicurus-last-letter-addressed/?postID=33494#post33494

