Order of Natural & Necessary Desires in Menoeceus

Post by “Pacatus” of December 28, 2024 at 6:11 PM

Quote from Don

While the "then's" could be taken as hierarchical, they could also just be identifying
three co-equal kinds of desires: for eudaimonia, for freedom of disturbance for the
body, and for life.

That seems reasonable. But still: is there a hierarchy of necessary desires? The Stoics would,
e.g., dismiss those necessary for survival (let alone bodily comfort), in favor of their emphasis
on virtue as the only thing necessary for eudaimonia (although they did allow for “preferred
indifferents”). But if | am not first able to satisfy those desires necessary for survival, how am |
to pursue [further] pleasure?

Quote from Don

So, this category should catch those between eudaimonia and those necessary for life.
This is an interesting category.

For sure. For example, while some minimal amount of clothing and shelter may be necessary
for survival (Maslow’s “base”), that may not be sufficient for “freedom from disturbance for the
body” - i.e., some minimal comfort? (Very much a question mark there.)
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