Why isn't "satisfaction" the guide of life?

Post by “Julia” of December 15, 2024 at 6:32 PM

Hello everyone =

a little while ago, | noted how "satisfaction" seems to help me do proper calculus and helps me
to follow through on it; both to forgo immediate (but empty) pleasures, and to work towards
delayed gratifications (see post #4 in linked thread). Since then, I'm wondering about the
difference of "satisfaction" versus (katastematic) pleasure.

Can you please give me a (hypothetical) example for why "satisfaction" (as opposed to:
"pleasure") as the guide of life comes short of, passes by, or otherwise misses the goalpost?
Isn't satisfaction exactly what "net pleasure" is? What's the difference between satisfaction, and
a pleasure | enjoy remembering? What's the difference between pleasures | enjoy remembering
versus those that brought me net pleasure? Isn't it the same?

Isn't the amount of satisfaction gained what makes the key difference between
unnatural/limitless/corrosive desires, natural-but-unnecessary, and natural desires? Meeting
natural desires is always satisfying, meeting unnatural desires is never satisfying, and the
satisfaction of meeting natural-but-unnecessary desires is smaller, the stronger the
expectation/dependence/addiction to the unnecessary substance/action is (which makes them
a slippery slope).

Do the sources contrast "satisfaction" with another term (such as "pleasure") somewhere?

Thank you -~

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4187-why-isn-t-satisfaction-the-guide-of-life/?postID=33367#post33367 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3956-guide-to-resuming-sustaining-activity-after-being-frozen-stuck/?postID=32909#post32909
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4187-why-isn-t-satisfaction-the-guide-of-life/?postID=33367#post33367

