Article: "Extraterrestrial Life May Look Nothing Like
Life On Earth..." (and for our purposes, applying the
article to "gods")

Post by “Cassius” of December 13, 2024 at 7:51 PM

Quote from Kalosyni

There is nothing in Epicurean texts that says the gods are invisible.

Actually | think there is. It's pretty clear as | understand that texts that gods cannot be sensed
through the five senses. Now if you want to call the "direct receipt of images by the brain" a
sense then you can say that they can be sensed, but | think it's pretty clear that they are not
visible to us. Perhaps that's one of the finer points of their being in the intermundia (very far
away - too far to see them).

Quote from TauPhi

My point is, Epicureans should not engage in an attempt to actively seek a physical
contact with their gods

Now if " PHYSICAL CONTACT" is the point you're making then we are in complete agreement,
cause as | said to Kalosyni the texts are clear that they can't be seen or touched. But | read
your comment as saying we should not "seek information" or "knowledge" about the gods. That
would be directly contrary to core Epicurean views. | don't want to get too picky about language
but let me go back and review the thread.

Here's the part i was responding to:

Quote from TauPhi

But the answer to your question about the hunt for gods, if those are Epicurean gods,
is: "You don't." Epicurean gods do not interfere with human affairs. Whenever you find
creatures that are living beings, blessed, and imperishable, you know for sure that
those are not Epicurean gods. The act of finding them establishes interference,
therefore whatever you have just found is definitely not Epicurean gods. Looking for
such gods makes as much sense as trying to see an invisible elephant. If you see it, it's
definitely not an invisible elephant.

So if you're clarifying that you mean don't "physically" hunt for them, then I'd agree, at least
until we make further progress in space travel etc. But | read that as a dismissal of any concern
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about divinity whatsoever, and that position (don't concern yourself about gods at all) is simply
not what Epicurus taught.
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