Movement, Direction, and Speed of Atoms - Do
Atoms Fall "Down?" Is the "Swerve" Required To
Bring Them Together Into Bodies?

Post by “Cassius” of December 12, 2024 at 7:47 AM

The reason atomic motion came up in the 12/11/24 Zoom is that we were discussing images,
and the question arose as to whether images should be considered to be bodies subject to the
kind of effects of motion that we observe at the level of bodies (we observe that objects "fall")
or whether images travel like atoms at uniform speed in any direction without being subject to
"falling" as they travel.

Aside from general interest in the physics involved in Epicurus' view of the movement of atoms,
the question arises whether the movement of atoms is related to the movement of images
(which was the subject of the Usener section).

Atoms travel at uniform speed, but collide with each other and that affects their direction. Did
Epicurus think something similar happens with images?

What issues, if any, related to the movement of atoms and images need to be considered in the
processing of images by the mind?
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