Episode 258 - There Is No Necessity To Live Under
the Control of Necessity - Part 2 (Conclusion)

Post by “Cassius” of December 8, 2024 at 4:36 PM

We had a very good recording session for this episode, and editing is going well.

Before | forget | want to mention an important supplement to Dr Sedley's article which provided
much of the focus of the episode. In addition to that article, i strongly recommend A.A. Long's
"Chance and Natural Law In Epicureanism" which extends Dr. Sedley's reasoning as to the
impact of the swerve.

The basic point is that not only does Dr. Sedley's argument that the swerve is not Epicurus'
primary argument for "agency" make sense, but that it is important not to exaggerate the
expected impact of any swerve that does exist. In Dr. Long's view, the swerve rarely "breaks
through" into the universe that is observable at our level, and that in fact in Epicurus' mind the
primary extent to which it does "break through" is in the agency available to intelligent animals.
As Dr. Long points out, Epicurus could never have intended the swerve to be an ever-present
force creating random events at all times and places, at that would have exploded the original
reason for atomism in the first place -- that it explains the regularity - the "laws of nature" that
we do in fact see in the mechanical operation going on around us.

This doesn't make into this episode but someone exploring the issues further would want to
incorporate Dr. Long's article.
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