Comments on Greek Monetary Units

Post by “Bryan” of November 30, 2024 at 12:54 PM

| think we are all in agreement about the mina as a unit. A mina was basically a pound -- and
that could be a pound of anything, but in context of large purchases, was a reference to a
pound of silver.

While Epikouros occasionally spending a mina in a day was part of Timokratés' smear
campaign, it seems that Epikouros admitted that it was true: "Timokratés [also claims that]...
[Epikouros] spent a mina within a day on his table, as [Epikouros] himself writes in a letter to
Ledntion and in a letter to the philosophers in Mytilene." (Laértios 10.7)

Unless we understand instead "as [Timokratés] himself writes in a letter to Ledntion and in a
letter to the philosophers in Mytilene" which would be possible, but AbTOC seems more
naturally to refer to Epikouros, it seems to me.
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