Lecture on practical application of Epicureanism

Post by “Cassius” of November 25, 2024 at 4:54 PM

| agree with Kalosyni but thanks for posting it Tau Phi! It's a recent attempt at a general
presentation on Epicurus by a professor, and he's honest that he doesn't represent himself to
be presenting Epicurus favorably. It's good for us to see these and think about how they could
be done better.

One initial thought | have is that he is clearly aware of On Ends Book One and how Torquatus
sets up the issue (asking what is the highest good) but instead he just cherry picks some points
(the natural and necessary division and friendship) and as a result of losing their context what
he picks out seems incoherent.

And he never once says (as far as | picked up) that Epicurus advised that we will sometime
choose pain in order to achieve a pleasure that is worth more to us than the pain that is
involved.
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