
Welcome Mousikos!
Post by “Cassius” of May 21, 2019 at 8:47 AM

I think this is the key:

Quote from Mousikos

anywhere I meet like-minded people

But I would probably extend that to "anywhere I have FRIENDS."

And the difficult question is "What makes someone a like-minded person?" and "What makes
someone a friend?"

Those questions don't have a single answer, but to me, I do not consider someone to be like-
minded or a friend just because we have similar tastes in food or in other things that I think
most people would consider to be superficial.

A "like-minded friend" - I think - is going to share common foundational viewpoints about the
way the world works, and the way we see our goals, and the way we see each other, and we
are going to be bound to each other in common concern for our mutually-shared view of the
future.

And in many cases, but certainly not all, those people who fit that category are going to share
many common background characteristics. By no means is it necessary in every instance to
speak the same language, or be of the same race, or the same age, or the same sex, or the
same occupation, or to share the same views of politics, or of religion. But all of those factors,
and more, are going to be statistically relevant in predicting who is likely to be a "like-minded
friend" and who is not.

I think the controversial but true foundation here is that there is no contradiction between
observing the statistical norms and also considering individual variance from the norms. Both
are factors in real life, and both have to be considered. Ignoring either one is perilous for
accurately predicting how things will turn out.
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