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Quote from John Locke, A Letter Concerning Toleration

All the life and power of true religion consist in the inward and full persuasion of the
mind; and faith is not faith without believing. Whatever profession we make, to
whatever outward worship we conform, if we are not fully satisfied in our own mind that
the one is true and the other well pleasing unto God, such profession and such practice,
far from being any furtherance, are indeed great obstacles to our salvation.

*****

No way whatsoever that I shall walk in against the dictates of my conscience will ever
bring me to the mansions of the blessed. I may grow rich by an art that I take not
delight in; I may be cured of some disease by remedies that I have not faith in; but I
cannot be saved by a religion that I distrust and by a worship that I abhor.

*****

Lastly, those are not at all to be tolerated who deny the being of a God. Promises,
covenants, and oaths, which are the bonds of human society, can have no hold upon an
atheist. The taking away of God, though but even in thought, dissolves all; besides also,
those that by their atheism undermine and destroy all religion, can have no pretence of
religion whereupon to challenge the privilege of a toleration. As for other practical
opinions, though not absolutely free from all error, if they do not tend to establish
domination over others, or civil impunity to the Church in which they are taught, there
can be no reason why they should not be tolerated.

Quote from Thomas More, Utopia

[Utopus] made a solemn and severe law against such as should so far degenerate from
the dignity of human nature, as to think that our souls died with our bodies, or that the
world was governed by chance, without a wise overruling Providence: for they all
formerly believed that there was a state of rewards and punishments to the good and
bad after this life; and they now look on those that think otherwise as scarce fit to be
counted men, since they degrade so noble a being as the soul, and reckon it no better
than a beast’s: thus they are far from looking on such men as fit for human society, or
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to be citizens of a well-ordered commonwealth; since a man of such principles must
needs, as oft as he dares do it, despise all their laws and customs: for there is no doubt
to be made, that a man who is afraid of nothing but the law, and apprehends nothing
after death, will not scruple to break through all the laws of his country, either by fraud
or force, when by this means he may satisfy his appetites.

Thomas More and his "Utopia"
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