Prolepsis / Anticipations As Epicurus' Answer to the
MENO Problem

Post by “Cassius” of October 31, 2024 at 10:14 PM

I think that's right, but all of that fits in the context of answering how it is we can know
something without a pre-existing example or definition. .

| see that as a very good summary of the mechanics, with the significance that it all adds up to
the replacement for "recollection" theory and the skepticism into which the Aristotelians and
Academics fell - and still fall.

As far as making it understandable to larger numbers, the framework is that this Platonic
attitude of seeing this as an unsolvable problem is why the world is so overwhelmingly skeptic.
Epicurus was working on a rational clear explanation of how confidence in knowledge is
possible.

It remains today to explain this in persuasive terms so that the campaign against skepticism
and the implications that go with it (radical empiricism / nihilism) can resume.

Apparently there aren't many or any academic writers who accept this as a valid response to
Plato. So even though changing their minds isn't our concern, the general attitude that this isn't
an important part of Epicurean philosophy is a problem to be addressed. People don't care
much about Plato anymore, but radical skepticism is a huge problem. Many people have been
persuaded by radical skepticism they we never be sure of anything.
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