Prolepsis / Anticipations As Epicurus' Answer to the
MENO Problem

Post by “Cassius” of October 31, 2024 at 9:21 PM

In this context, it's hard to ignore that this quote from Aetius doesn't point in the same direction
as other references which indicates that "images" are the driving force behind Epicurus' view of
the ultimate source of prolepsis:

Quote
Aetius Placata 4.8 On Sensation and Sense-Objects

§10 Leucippus Democritus Epicurus (say) that sensation and thought arise from images
that approach from outside, for neither of these can occur to anyone without the image
falling upon him.

And it therefore seems to me that an argument could be made that Epicurus is saying, not just
in regard to gods but in regard to anything else, that it is the impact of images on the mind that
give rise to the origin of prolepsis and therefore much of thinking. Were it not for the need to go
beyond the visible images that are received by the eyes, and to incorporate Epicurus' view of
non-visible images received directly by the mind, it might not even be very controversial to
accept that this is still a correct view by the majority of empiricists today. This would be
combined with the Cyclops example discussed in the Gourinat article (I will need to find a part
of that to quote) as an example of how humans see things and extend their qualities (such as
size in the case of Cyclops).
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