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Epicureanism

| think this article is interesting, not sure if this characterization of the points in common with
Epicureanism are accurate characterizations of Epicurean beliefs.

Quote

Agreements, however, both in content and literary form, between rabbinism and
Epicureanism are striking: study for its own sake (Vatican fragment 45 and Avot 6:1);
removal of doubt (Life 121b, Doctr. 22 and Avot 1:16); mortality and urgency (Vat. fr.
10 and Avot 2:15); acquisition of a companion (To Menoeceus, end, and Avot 1:6); diet
of bread and water (Bailey, fr. 37 and Avot 6:4); satisfaction with one's lot (Bailey, fr.
69-70 and Avot 4:1); and avoidance of public office (Bailey, fr. 85-87; Vat. fr. 58; Doctr.
7 and Avot 1:10-11; 2:3; etc.). Epicurus anticipated Judaism's denial of astral divinity
and rule. With the general rise of the lower classes he accorded human dignity even to
the prostitute, an evaluation continued in the Midrash (Sif. Num. 78; Gen. R. 85:8) and
the Gospels (Matt. 1:3; 5, etc.). In Hellenism and Christianity, too, denunciation of
Epicurus together with partial adoption of his ethics is frequent. The centrality of the
sage in post-Socratic ethics and rhetoric facilitated such developments.
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