Question on Lucretius

Post by “Cassius” of October 31, 2024 at 1:02 PM

Quote from briefvacation

Thanks for the response, you got to the core of what | was asking which was: is
understanding truth an end in itself, or a way of getting to pleasure.

It certainly seems like a chicken and egg situation, but presumably that's why there are several
branches of philosophy that need to be brought into consistency to reinforce each other. You
can stake your flag on choosing to listen to nature, and realize that pleasure/pain is the only
faculty given by nature directly for choice and avoidance, but you can't be truly confident of
that conclusion in intellectual discussions until you have a consistent physics and epistemology.
And given the way the world is a constant bombardment of conflicting opinions, in the end most
people find it is important to them to be able to justify that position using reason and an
understanding of the way the universe really works.
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