
Question on Lucretius
Post by “Cassius” of October 30, 2024 at 4:39 PM

Quote from briefvacation

It seems that the main reason Lucretius advocates for right understanding is so that
one can avoid being lead astray to false beliefs about the afterlife which lead to pain
and distress.

Welcome to the forum and I agree with Joshua's response. However I do not think it is correct
presumption that Lucretius or Epicurus "advocate for right understanding" mainly because of
the pain and distress of false beliefs about the afterlife. Yes those are major concerns of life,
but it is recorded that Epicurus started off his philosophic career because he rejected the
conventional views of chaos and creation of the universe (which led him to atomism). Yes
atomism leads to views that erase fears of an afterlife, but Epicurus and Lucretius are
concerned mainly with having an intelligent view of the question which they can have
confidence is correct. If they had thought that it was correct that a god was going to reward or
punish them after death, then they would have gone with what they thought was correct, and
they would have been "more catholic than the pope." They didn't choose their opinions solely
because of the way those opinions made them feel emotionally, they chose the opinion which in
fact deprives them of hope of a happy afterlife because they thought that conclusion was
correct.
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