Was De Rerum Natura intended as satire? A lecture
by THM Gellar-Goad.

Post by “Joshua” of October 28, 2024 at 6:18 PM

Quote from Titus

| would argue that these powerful images could be interpreted in a sartorial manner,
but they must have their source in a personality that is devoted to the subject.

| hope the autocorrect kicked in here on 'satirical’, because if not I'm going to have to exercise
my chivalry once more against Thomas Carlyle and his Sartor Resartus.

The honorific 'soter' or savior has been totally subsumed into the person of Jesus of Nazareth,
but in pre-Christian antiquity it was applied freely to gods, heroes, kings, and liberators. There
would be nothing unusual about a devoted Epicurean honoring Epicurus in those terms.

Cicero does mock the Epicureans for this, as in the following passage;
Quote

Hereupon Velleius began, in the confident manner (I need not say) that is customary
with Epicureans, afraid of nothing so much as lest he should appear to have doubts
about anything. One would have supposed he had just come down from the assembly
of the gods in the intermundane spaces of Epicurus!
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