Dating the Works of Epicurus

Post by “Bryan” of October 26, 2024 at 10:38 PM

Quote from Eikadistes

On Nature, Book 26, c. 296-295 BCE

| think you intended this to say book 28, which ends:

"Epikouros' On Nature Book 28, from the early writings... written in the period of Nicias, who
followed Antiphatés."

Nicias was eponymous archon in 296/295 BC, following Antiphatés who was eponymous archon
in 297/296 BC. Therefore, book 28 was probably written in 295 BC, when Epikouros was 45
years old. As Sedley points out, it is possible instead that 295 BC is the date of the republication
of this particular edition (and Book 28 was originally written earlier).

Thank you for the list!
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