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Quote from Don

I don't think that's what Cassius is saying either, but I want to make it clear that - from
what I read here in this text and elsewhere - Epicurus is not endorsing the "sex, drugs,
and rock n roll" lifestyle of the ἄσωτος (Read the quote from my commentary on that
word below). Did Epicurus engage in drinking, revelry, etc.? Sure, I got no problem with
that. Did he go on binges of drinking to find himself hungover and nauseated?
Definitely not, as far as I'm concerned.

Good point that the same question pops up here. I think (as you say) that both you and I *DO*
endorse the pleasures of sex, rock'n'roll, and (sometimes) drugs  So we could never accept
an interpretation that these are blanketly forbidden. As you said, it's the overindulgence in
these, or any other pleasure, even ice cream, that is the problem.

So the real problem is that the sentence as translated has a truncated structure that leaves it
ambiguous in English as written, and it demands commentary, or else it will be exhibit number
one - which it is what it has become - for those who make Epicurus out to be an ascetic.
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