Thoughts on Halloween 2024

Post by “Kalosyni” of October 19, 2024 at 11:16 AM

Just for fun, a thread for anyone to share thoughts on Halloween through the lens of
Epicureanism/Epicurean-worldview...

First off, a fun read on the history of Halloween:
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Halloween: Origins, Meaning & Traditions | HISTORY

Halloween originated with the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain and is now a worldwide event.
Learn more about Halloween's origins, traditions, interesting...

www.history.com

Halloween appears to be more popular than ever here in the US. And Halloween may, in round-
about ways, re-inforce notions of superstition, religion, and beliefs (or hopes) that the soul
survives death -- there are the dark/evil essences that accompany any soul surviving death and
we need God to save us from those evil forces. And another aspect -- there are the sublimated
"Jungian" symbols of evil (ghosts, goblins, witches, etc) -- consciousness rejects the dark
aspects of the psyche and personal responsibility for making bad choices by blaming evil forces
outside of themselves ("the devil made me do it").

This year | feel like | can more easily ignore the whole cultural phenomenon, since | live rurally
and no tricker-treaters will be coming to my door. So come October 31st, | plan on a quiet
evening at home. Of course there are memories of past Halloweens in which | passed out candy
to kids, and a few in which | dressed up (and one in which | went out to a winery with a friend).

And | suppose everyone's Halloween can be very different depending on one's circumstances.

Please post any thoughts, plans, activities?
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