Episode 249 - Cicero's OTNOTG 24 - Are The
Epicurean Gods Totally Inactive, And Are We To
Emulate Them Through Laziness?

Post by “Patrikios” of October 16, 2024 at 4:04 PM

Quote from Godfrey

- Might it be most constructive to be satisfied with multiple possible explanations of the
gods? And perhaps useful to look at the subject for practical insights, through
modern eyes?

Godfrey, thank you for this suggestion to look for practical insights.

As | understand Greece and surrounding Mediterranean countries in 4th century bce, many of
the 'gods' were still being worshiped for their control over some facet of Nature (e.g. Zeus -
lightening bolts; Posieden - seas), or they represented human emotions/actions (e.g. Eros -
sexual desire; Morpheus - dreams & sleep). Which gods was Epicurus suggesting were worth
considering as being blessed? Was Epicurus referring only to the gods that represented positive
traits (e.g. Apollo - god of music, poetry, art, oracles, archery, plague, medicine, sun, light and
knowledge), not gods of war & violence (e.qg. Ares)?

Epicurus could be calling us to consider, for example, the blessedness of Apollo when getting in
the mood to write a creative music or poem. It appears that the Epicurus was using the
generally accepted practice to acknowledge the existence of gods, but focusing only on the
gods who demonstrate an appearance of happiness and imperturbation.

Was Epicurus using people's positive views of the best possible unperturbed state of mind (as
envisioned with peaceful gods) as a goal of our practice to prudently live pleasantly?
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