
Episode 249 - Cicero's OTNOTG 24 - Are The
Epicurean Gods Totally Inactive, And Are We To
Emulate Them Through Laziness?
Post by “Don” of October 16, 2024 at 2:59 PM

I suspected you might have a response, Cassius . I'm happy to state explicitly: This is my
opinion and in no way would I assume to make a "policy statement" for the EpicureanFriends
forum as a whole.

That said... To expand on my personal perspective...

Epicurus' and the ancient Greek concept of eidolon (images, films, etc) was revolutionary in its
time and was a move toward an understanding. It was less wrong than the alternative theory of
rays from us interacting with the external works and reporting back to us. However, eidola are
not how the senses work nor is it how the brain and memory work. For me, starting from
Epicurus' desire to know how things work, we modern Epicureans should endeavor to know how
things work to the best level (and reserve judgement on what needs confirmation) we should
not try to shoehorn ancient understanding into modern molds. Epicurus didn't have access to
information we have, and we can't unlearn general scientific principles we take for granted
now.
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