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Quote

'Destiny, which some introduce as sovereign over all things, he laughs to scorn,
affirming rather that some things happen of necessity, others by chance, others
through our own agency. For he sees that necessity destroys responsibility and that
chance or fortune is inconstant; whereas our own actions are free, and it is to them that
praise and blame naturally attach.' [Letter to Menoeceus, 133]

Recently, this fragment has caught my attention as it made me think about The Three Sisters of
Fate for some reason. I never paid too much attention to them before, but this time I started to
see them in more favourable light. I started to play with the idea of the Moirai as allegories for
foundations on which our lives happen instead of a simple idea of our lives being determined by
the Fates.

Let's call our theatre 'the Universe'. Atropos (Ἄτροπος) - The Sister of Necessity, the Inevitable,
builds the theatre and sets universal laws which are not to be crossed, bent or dismissed.
Theatre 'The Universe' is where everything is. Next comes Lachesis (Λάχεσις) - The Sister of
Distribution, the Alloter. She builds the stage for our play called 'The Life'. She gives us our
chances - our genes, health, environment where we operate etc. Finally, Clotho (Κλωθώ) - The
Sister of Choice, the Spinner. She weaves the thread of our lives. She employees us as actors in
'The Life' play where we make the choices which are ours despite the fact that they are limited
by the chances and necessities of the stage and the theatre.

Epicurus tells us to laugh at the idea of The Three Μοῖραι literal existance ([...] sovereign over
all things, he laughs to scorn [...]) and treats the myth as the myths should be treated - as
allegories ([...] affirming rather that some things happen of necessity, others by chance, others
through our own agency. [...]). This is one of the reasons I find Epicurus' words attractive. He
basically says: Dude, stop with this silly business of putting your life in the hands of imaginary
builders, scenographers and booking agents and use what you have to be a good actor in the
'The Life' staged in 'The Universe'.

BTW, this post was inspired by the latest Pacatus poem 'Way of the Seasons'. I love all of it but
the 'fate' part is absolutely brilliant.

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4074-the-three-
%CE%BC%CE%BF%E1%BF%96%CF%81%CE%B1%CE%B9/?postID=32473#post32473

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/412-pacatus/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4074-the-three-%CE%BC%CE%BF%E1%BF%96%CF%81%CE%B1%CE%B9/?postID=32473#post32473
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4074-the-three-%CE%BC%CE%BF%E1%BF%96%CF%81%CE%B1%CE%B9/?postID=32473#post32473

