Episode 249 - Cicero's OTNOTG 24 - Are The
Epicurean Gods Totally Inactive, And Are We To
Emulate Them Through Laziness?

Post by “Patrikios” of October 6, 2024 at 12:45 PM

Quote from Cassius

I am glad we reached this section before we do our special episode on the "real vs
ideal" debate. This section contains some very interesting material on images, a
subject that most seem to agree play into the question of prolepsis.

I'm looking forward to your upcoming podcast discussion of the Epicurean idea of "images
flowing" and how this ties into human perception and knowledge. From my reading of Epicurus
(although | can’t cite source), all objects continuously emit thin films of atoms called eidola or
"images." These images flow through space and interact with our senses, particularly our eyes,
to create perceptions. These images maintained the shape and properties of the objects they
came from, allowing us to perceive the world accurately. | find this to be a reasonable
explanation for perception, consistent with Epicurean atomic theory, and refined (not
discredited) today’s scientific knowledge.

As | understand it, Prolepsis is closely tied to the theory of flowing images because these
preconceptions are ultimately derived from sensory experiences caused by these images. It's a
way of explaining how we form general concepts from particular experiences, bridging the gap
between atomic theory and human cognition.

| look forward to the fascinating discussion on the podcast, with maybe some commentary on
how this system of thought - from flowing images to sensory perception to prolepsis - forms a
coherent materialist explanation for how we perceive and understand the world today, which
was a cornerstone of Epicurean philosophy over 2000 years ago.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4068-episode-249-cicero-s-otnotg-24-are-the-epicurean-gods-totally-
inactive-and-are-w/?postiID=32468#post32468 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4068-episode-249-not-yet-released-are-the-epicurean-gods-totally-inactive-and-are-we/?postID=32396#post32396
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4068-episode-249-cicero-s-otnotg-24-are-the-epicurean-gods-totally-inactive-and-are-w/?postID=32468#post32468
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/4068-episode-249-cicero-s-otnotg-24-are-the-epicurean-gods-totally-inactive-and-are-w/?postID=32468#post32468

