
Episode 246 - Cicero's OTNOTG 21 - Examining
Epicurean Evidence-Based Reasoning
Post by “Cassius” of September 18, 2024 at 7:46 PM

Quote from Bryan

Yes, Cicero is forgetting that, per Epicurus, a consideration is true -- both "if it is not
contradicted " by evidence as well as "if it is affirmed." (51c)

Thanks Bryan. Also: We have PD24 for a similar point:

Quote

PD24. If you reject any single sensation, and fail to distinguish between the conclusion
of opinion, as to the appearance awaiting confirmation, and that which is actually given
by the sensation or feeling, or each intuitive apprehension of the mind, you will
confound all other sensations, as well, with the same groundless opinion, so that you
will reject every standard of judgment. And if among the mental images created by
your opinion you affirm both that which awaits confirmation, and that which does not,
you will not escape error, since you will have preserved the whole cause of doubt in
every judgment between what is right and what is wrong.

But I'd like to make clear from our existing quotes something to the effect that the opinion, in
order to be suggested in the first place, must pass an initial threshold of being based on some
kind of existing evidence. In other words it isn't sufficient to say "I can imagine an omnipotent
god....."

I'd like to see what we can do to come up with a pithy statement of the ultimate point.
Something first has to get the opinion started as reasonable based on existing evidence.

What's the best way to take something like "Reasoning about the nature of the imperceptible
must be based on and consistent with the nature of the perceptible" and modify it to a form in
which you would teach a child?
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