How Would Epicurus Analyze The Faulkner
Quotation: "Between Grief And Nothing, I'lll Take
Grief"

Post by “Cassius” of September 15, 2024 at 6:56 AM

Those are two good posts!

I'm still not clear at all as to the original intent of the statement - as to how broadly it was to be
applied.

But taking the words out of context and deciding how they might or might not be reasonably
applied sounds like a helpful exercise.

So one important application is what Don raises in terms of making the question one of memory
of a loved one, which is picked up in point 2 of Joshua's post, which reminds me that we've
discussed that "better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all" before here on
the forum. (I'll find the link). And | think when | find that link we'll find that it discusses this point
as made in Chapter 10 of A Few Days In Athens too.

Joshua's point 1 is the broader question that seems harder to answer without taking the time to
clarify the premises of what is essentially a hypothetical question. Point 2 seems easier to
answer (probably with the "yes" that we don't forgo things like friendship even though we know
all friendships eventually come to an end, with the death of one or both). Point 1 can't be
answered without drilling down to exactly what is meant by "grief" or "pain." | would say that if
we mean "unrelenting and total grief/pain to the exclusion of ALL other experiences," then
Epicurus would choose death, because we can exit the play when it truly and fully ceases to
please us. But such a hypothetical isn't consistent with normal life, and so the normal answer is
that Epicurus would choose to live precisely because he knows that pain is generally endurable
if long or short if intense. and that absent exceptional circumstances, it is a very small person
who has many reasons for ending his own life.

Here's the link to the prior post. Unfortunately the link to the Facebook post is dead, and it's
just a single post rather than a thread ("on better to have loved and lost than never to have
loved"):

Post
Query: "Better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all."
Would Epicurus have agreed or disagreed? Why?
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A very smart woman in Greece wrote this. Maybe she will post it herself at some point but until
then:

As you placed this issue, Epicurus would answer to it, like this: I do not answer in such kind of
dilemmas to agree or disagree.

| prefer to post here again, a comment that | have written to another thread and some months
ago.

On the matters of : 1) Eros as sexual desire and 2) love as friendship

Two different concepts and meanings : the first (1) is complex, inexplicable and unreason the
second...

Cassius

May 21, 2015 at 4:32 PM
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