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Quote from Titus

Quote from Cassius

Is this guy an absolute kook or someone trying to make money on esoteric
speculation or what? It doesn't sound like a promising time investment for a
Christiwn or an Epicurean or anyone else unless he's got *some* kind of textual
basis for his ideas.

I would rather call him creative . His main argument is that the epistle of Thomas is
a document preserving original sayings of Jesus. In contrast, he suggests that the four
canonical epistles are later, mostly fictional stories. He further argues that there are
hardly any references to God and supernatural experiences in the epistle of Thomas to
find. The main topic of the epistle of Thomas is the "Kingdom of Heaven" and Hannah
puts this into his construction of thought. He interprets passages according to his own
claims. For example, when Jesus speaks of his father in heaven, this is not an all
powerful god but an heavenly avatar.

Quote from Kalosyni

For Epicureans the opposite is believed...in De Rerum Natura, Book 3, the
nature of the soul is mortal...it will die when the body dies.

This is extremely interesting, because Hannah develops further the theory of gods and
heavenly realms in how they interact with the earthly realm. He argues that there is
not only a flow of images to our world, but in the opposite direction, too. He mentions
some references in the Herculaneum papyri to strengthen his arguments.

Hannah's key point is that Jesus teaches how to manifest yourself in the heavenly
realm, where you go beyond mortality. You will not taste death.

As speculative as it is, Hannah still creates a quite attractive alternative story of
salvation that is able to integrate Epicurean physics. Relating to St. Augustine: I would
give him the palm 
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