
Book: "Theory and Practice in Epicurean Political
Philosophy" by Javier Aoiz & Marcelo Boeri
Post by “TauPhi” of September 9, 2024 at 4:20 PM

Quote from Cassius

[...] it is very tricky to identify just exactly what an "injustice" is. [...]

In the book I'm currently reading - Bertrand Russell "A History of Western Philosophy"
(1946) - I found an interesting passage about Greek notion of justice and injustice. When Mr.
Russell discusses Anaximander, he provides his words that caught my attention:

Quote

'Into that from which things take their rise they pass away once more, as is ordained,
for they make reparation and satisfaction to one another for their injustice according to
the ordering of time.'

Mr. Russell continues:

Quote

'The idea of justice, both cosmic and human, played a part in Greek religion and
philosophy which is not altogether easy for a modern to understand; indeed our word
'justice' hardly expresses what is meant, but it is difficult to find any other word that
would be preferable. [...] This conception of justice - of not overstepping eternally fixed
bounds - was one of the most profound of Greek beliefs. The gods were subject to
justice just as much as men were, but this supreme power was not itself personal, and
was not a supreme God.'

[pages 45-46]

In the above passage 'cosmic justice' is discussed, but 'human justice' would probably be
understood in antiquity as 'not overstepping fixed bounds'.
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